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A YOUNG WINEMAKER 
IN THE OLD WORLD

The Dr. Heyden estate is relatively “young” by German standards. It was  
founded in 1999 by Dr. Karl Heyden, his wife, Anita, and their two sons, 
Frank and Harry. Frank studied at the famed Geisenheim Viticultural In-
stitute and today leads operations. His winemaking style is very focused 
on sustainable agriculture, and although he hasn’t obtained certification, 
Frank is farming organically and practicing polyculture in the vineyards. 

OPULENT 
OPPENHEIM
Thought to be the anchor village 
of the Rheinhessen region, the 
village of Oppenheim has soil 
unlike anywhere found in Ger-
many. With a reddish sandstone 

and slate soil, the wines crafted from here are earthy, minerally and while 
incredibly fresh and juicy.

crown jewel of oppenheim

SACKTRÄGER
The Sackträger vineyard is the crown jewel of Oppenheim, one of the few 
vineyards in Germany labeled “Grosse Lage,” the German equivalent of a 
Grand Cru. This small vineyard has been producing incredible wines for 
500+ years. The southeast-facing amphitheater is named after the local 
“sack carriers,” who would unload cargo from barges. Spanning about 72 
acres and comprised mostly of limestone, Sackträger is the Heyden family’s 
most prized vineyard holding; their lot of this grand cru site contains vines  
exceeding 40 years of age (“alte reben” on the label).

POLYCULTURE
The Heyden vineyards are lush and 
colorful - full of helpful wildflowers, 
herbs, vegetables and other natural 
components that add to the diverse  
little ecosystem. This farming is 
known as polyculture. In some years, 
a spread 1500 tons of pine mulch is 

applied to cover up the soil and prevent weed growth. On a regu-
lar routine, a pedocal analysis determines the health of the soil. This min-
imizes the run and loss of nutrients. There is no irrigation of the vines; 
the vines are dry-farmed.  

Tradition. 
Innovation. 
Balance.

THE WINES
The results of Frank Heyden’s polyculture in the vineyards and precise hand in the cellar 
are wines of purity and vitality.  

• SILVANER TROCKEN - ALTE REBEN

• OPPENHEIMER RIESLING KABINETT

• OPPENHEIMER PINOT NOIR

• OPPENHEIMER SACKTRÄGER RIESLING SPATLESE


